
WILLIAM O. BITTMAN 
. - . cash went to his house 



1 1 significance of the date of the payment 
until earlier this year, the sources said. 
They decided that pinpointing the date 
would be crucial, according to the 
sources, after they listened to the tape 
recording of the March 21 meeting in 
the White House between Mr. Nixon 
and former White House counsel John 
W. Dean III. 

It was at this meeting that Mr. 
Nixon has said that Dean made his 
first full presentation on the extent 
of the Watergate cover-up and the 
payments made to the conspirators to 
buy their silence. Dean initially testi- 
fied that this meeting took place on 

See WATERGATE. AI4, Col. 1 



Meeting on March 21, 1973, crucial 
to Mr. Nixon’s cause. Page A8. 



Washington Post Staff Writers 

The special Watergate prosecutors 
have what they believe is proof that 
the final Watergate cover-up ‘hush 
money” payment was made on the eve- 
ning of March 21, 1973, about 12 hours 
after President Nixon has claimed he 
expressed disapproval of the payment 
scheme, according to informed sources. 

In recent interviews, Mr. Nixon’s 
lawyers have disputed the date of the 
$75,000 payment because, according to 
several informed sources, its authoriza- 
tion and delivery on March 21, coupled 
with the tape-recorded White House 
meeting on the subject earlier that 
day, could be used as evidence that 
Mr. Nixon was part of the cover-up 
conspiracy. 

The key to establishing the date of 
the payment was a dinner attended by 
former Nixon campaign aides Fred C. 
LaRue and i VIanyon M Millican. a long 
with a personal friend of LaRiie who 
was visiting from out of town for only 
one day, the day that LaRue remem- 
bered transferring $75,000 after dinner. 

Credit card records of travel ex- 
penses and hotel accommodations of 
LaRue’s friend firmly established the 
date of that visit and the dinner as 
March 21. 

After the dinner that evening, Milli- 
can, 47, who was in charge of voter 
canvassing in the 1972 Nixon re-elec- 
tion campaign, was given a plain en- 
velope by LaRue and asked to deliver 
it in person to an address in the Mary- 
land suburbs. Millican did not know 
what the envelope contained or what 
the purpose was of its delivery, the 
sources said, and thus was an unwitting 
messenger not knowingly involved in 
illegal activity. 

The address in the Maryland sub- 
urbs was the home of William O. Bitt- 
man, attorney for Watergate conspira- 
tor E. Howard Hunt Jr. The envelope 
contained $75,000, mostly in $100 bills 
taken from, a fund managed by LaRue 
for payments to the Watergate con- 
spirators, according to later testimony 
before the Senate Watergate Com- 
, mittee. 

'|| Attorneys in the special Watergate 
i ‘prosecutor’s office did not realize the 



FREDERICK C. LaRUE 
. . friend delivered cash 



. E. HOWARD HUNT JR. 
. . . requested money 



Last Payo 
In Cover-Up 
Pinpyu^d 

By B-ob Woodward and Carl Bernstein 
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